
epd
COLORBOND® steel
Environmental Product Declaration
In accordance with ISO 14025 and EN 15804

AUSTRALASIA



EPD Compliance
 – As per EN 15804
 –  Independently verified
 –  Cradle-to-gate scope  
with recycling

 – Product specific

Product Content  
The typical composition of COLORBOND® steel is:

Element Typical Content

Iron >97%

Manganese <1.5%

Silicon <0.3%

Chromium <0.2%

Carbon <0.2%

Other <0.1% each

Recycled Content 
25% average recovered 
content including:

 –  Post-consumer recycled 
content: 8.5%

 –  Pre-consumer recycled 
content: 6.5%

Recycling 
 –  Recycling steel can 
reduce project costs

 –  100% recyclable steel

Key Insights 
This EPD provides data for COLORBOND® steel at 
Base Metal Thickness (BMT) 0.42 and 0.48mm.

COLORBOND® steel
Environmental Product Declaration
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COLORBOND® steel
Provides architects with boundless design possibilities. Below are a few 
examples of case studies that showcase COLORBOND® steel’s diversity.

The Canberra College Performing 
Art Centre, made from COLORBOND® 
steel in the colour Monument®, has 
a lightweight and dynamic quality 
which feels fit-for-purpose.
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You can make sure you’re getting the genuine 
article by looking out for the COLORBOND® 
steel branding on the product, or its packaging. 

For roofing and walling, check for the ink 
branding on the reverse side of the sheet. 
On fencing look for laser branding on either side 
of each panel; it appears at least three times in 
each 2.4m section. For guttering, you can look 
on the inside for ink branding, and, in some 
Australian states, you will find the protective 
wrapping that your COLORBOND® steel arrives 
in, is branded too. Genuine COLORBOND® steel 
garage doors are ink branded. This is an edge 
brand on the reverse side of the sheeting with 

”COLORBOND® steel made by BlueScope”.

Whatever you are building with COLORBOND® 
steel, it pays to check that you are getting what 
you’ve paid for and that the materials used 
are going to live up to the task – especially if 
they are protecting your investment from the 
Australian elements, which put all building 
materials to the toughest of tests.

COLORBOND® steel
Fifty years of Australian research and development has created a range 
of technologies that give genuine COLORBOND® steel its long lasting 
performance when subjected to some of the harshest Australian conditions.

Victoria’s Deakin University REACH 
building reprises the traditional college 
with cladding made from COLORBOND® 
steel in the colour Shale Grey™.

Image by Sarah Louise Jackson for Cockram
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With 22 standard colours in the range, you 
can choose a roof colour that sets the theme 
for your whole building, or complements your 
other building material choices. 

Adapting to the demands of the building  
segment, COLORBOND® steel has changed 
a great deal since its introduction in Australia  
in 1966. Not only has the colour range  
evolved, so too has the technology involved  
in COLORBOND® steel‘s production. Activate® 
metal coating technology was introduced in 
2013 and BlueScope holds numerous patents 
on the technology, both in Australia and around 
the world. COLORBOND® steel is being used 
on roofs for anything from homes all around  
Australia, to large commercial buildings  
like the Adelaide Velodrome and the  
Margaret Court Arena. To be sure you  

are getting genuine COLORBOND® steel  
from BlueScope, make sure you ask for it  
by name, and check for the brand mark  
on the material.

Designed for the hot Australian sun 
COLORBOND® steel incorporates our unique 
Thermatech® solar reflectance technology, 
designed to reflect more of the sun‘s heat 
on hot sunny days. It also benefits from our 
industry-leading metallic coating incorporating 
Activate® technology to provide enhanced 
corrosion resistance.

Warranties for peace of mind
When you purchase COLORBOND® steel 
you are buying products made and backed 
by BlueScope, one of Australia‘s largest 
manufacturers. BlueScope offers a variety  

of warranties of up to 36 years for roofing 
for peace of mind.1

Supporting a sustainable future 
COLORBOND® steel is durable and resilient 
in Australia‘s harsh climate and its long 
life helps conserve resources and energy 
that may otherwise be invested in products 
with a shorter life span. 

The Versatility of COLORBOND® steel
COLORBOND® steel is manufactured in Australia by BlueScope. Strong and 
secure, COLORBOND® steel is tried and tested in Australian conditions and 
designed to look great and deliver outstanding, long life performance.

“COLORBOND® steel is  
lightweight and durable“

COLORBOND® steel
Environmental Product Declaration

1   Warranties subject to application and eligibility criteria. For full terms and conditions visit bluescopesteel.com.au/warranties.
 Activate® technology is not available for COLORBOND® Stainless steel, COLORBOND® Permagard® steel, and COLORBOND® steel products with a galvanised steel substrate  
 (eg. XFP posts and rails, XHI posts and beams, and XIP). Activate® is a registered trademark of BlueScope Steel Ltd. Thermatech® technology is not available in the colour Night Sky®
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Environmental Product Declaration  
COLORBOND® steel
This EPD sets out information on the average 
COLORBOND® steel standard colour range 
product manufactured by BlueScope Australia 
at its facilities at Port Kembla and Erskine Park 
(NSW), Western Port (VIC) and Acacia Ridge 
(QLD). The declared unit presented is one flat 
square metre (1m2) of standard COLORBOND® 

steel at 0.42mm and 0.48mm base metal (steel) 
thickness (BMT), in coil form at the outbound 
gate of the manufacturing site.

The product range represented by this EPD is 
the COLORBOND® steel standard colour range.

This EPD is only relevant to COLORBOND® 

steel products using a steel base coated in 
BlueScope‘s aluminium/zinc/magnesium alloy 
incorporating Activate® technology, which is 
BlueScope‘s industry-leading metallic coating 
that enhances corrosion performance.

Activate® technology is not available for 
COLORBOND® Stainless steel, COLORBOND® 
Permagard® steel, and COLORBOND® steel 
products with galvanised (zinc-coated) steel 
substrate (eg fencing posts and rails, home 
improvement posts and beams) and therefore 
this EPD is not applicable for those materials.

This is a “cradle-to-gate with recycling“ EPD. 
Other life cycle stages are dependent on how 
the product is used, and should be developed 
and included as part of holistic assessment of 
specific construction works.

Programme: The Australasian EPD® Programme  
www.epd-australasia.com

Programme Operator: Australasian EPD Programme Ltd

Technical Rules: Australasian General Programme Instructions

Product Category Rules (PCR): Construction Products and Construction Services 2012:01,  
Version 2.01, 2016-03-09 (valid until 2019-03-03)

EPD Registration Number: S-P-00999

Approval Date: 2017-03-27

Valid Until: 2022-03-27

Revision Date: 2017-03-27

Geographical Scope: Scope of EPD: Produced using Australian data 
Application scope: International

Rating Tool 
EPD Compliance

 – As per EN 15804
 –  Independently verified
 –  Cradle-to-gate scope 
with recycling

 – Product specific
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The West Kimberley Regional Prison project made 
from COLORBOND® steel in the colour Evening Haze®
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COLORBOND® steel Manufacturing
BlueScope manufactures COLORBOND® steel from hot rolled coil steel 
in a three-phase process. 

Product Content 
The typical composition of COLORBOND® steel is:

COLORBOND® steel is compliant with the 
European REACH regulation1 (EC) 1907/2006 
and does not release any hazardous substances 
when in use. For safe use and maintenance, 
refer to the product Safety Data Sheet (SDS)  
at steel.com.au/safetydatasheet. 

Element Typical Content

Iron >97%

Manganese <1.5%

Silicon <0.3%

Chromium <0.2%

Carbon <0.2%

Other <0.1% each

The above data complies with the  
ISO14021 definitions of recycled content.

Steel by BlueScope – Recycled Content

– 25% average recovered content, including 
– Post-consumer recycled content: 8.5% 
– Pre-consumer recycled content: 6.5%

What is an SDS?
A Safety Data Sheet (SDS) is a document that 
describes the chemical and physical properties 
of a product or material and provides safe 
handling and use information.

1  Regulation on Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals.

Cold reduction involves pickling (acid cleaning) 
the coil, followed by cold rolling, where the 
steel coil is compressed and elongated through 
rolls to reduce its thickness and increase the 
strength of the steel. Following cold reduction, 
the coil is coated with BlueScope‘s industry-

leading aluminium/zinc/magnesium alloy 
incorporating Activate® technology.  
The metal coated coil is then transferred 
to a paint line, where it is coated with 
a pre-treatment to improve paint adhesion, 
followed by a primer and topcoat and backing 

coat, prior to packaging ready for shipment. 
See the hot rolled coil EPD at www.steel.com.
au/articles/environmental-product-declarations 
for more information on the hot rolling process.

“Declared Unit – This EPD is valid for a declared unit of 1m2 
of COLORBOND® steel with a BMT of 0.42mm and 0.48mm“
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Cold 
Reduction

A2 
Transport
Sea, road, rail

A3 
Manufacturing
From Cokemaking  
to Paint Line 

“Use“ phase of the product
Modules A4-5 (construction),
B1-7 (use) and C1-2 (end of life 
recovery) outside of scope of EPD

D
Recycling

C3  
Scrap Processing

C4  
Disposal

Coke Iron

Paint
Line

Slab

Metal  
Coating  

Line

Hot Strip 
Mill

A1 
Raw materials and scrap
Iron ore, coal, fluxes, scrap

BlueScope  
Steelworks at 
Port Kembla

Iron ore Scrap

COLORBOND® steel Manufacturing

NSW 
Port Kembla,
Erskine Park

VIC 
Western 
Port

QLD 
Acacia Ridge

COLORBOND® steel Paint Lines at 
Acacia Ridge and Erskine Park

Steel manufacturing plant and COLORBOND® steel Paint Lines 
at Port Kembla and Western Port

Outpost 7427139 made from COLORBOND® steel 
in the colour Ironstone®


